Responsibility and risk: understanding how PSA messages can encourage condom use.
This article qualitatively examines how female college students interpret their responsibility for maintaining healthy sexual behaviors. A series of nine in-depth interviews was conducted to assess their perceptions on a broad range of sexual health topics including personal fears, relationships, monogamy, and sexual relationships. In addition, the paper addresses how these women negotiate condom use, responsibility issues regarding this negotiation, and perceived risk for contracting AIDS during unprotected sex. This study has implications for health educators, as well as for designers of public service advertisements, as it provides an in-depth look at why college women do not use protection even when it is available to them.